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SUBJERs . .1, .• ..., • Converaation• with ‘c •• .
of the END ..

• 1. In •a private oonveraation 9 November 1966 t . 	 :.1 ..
conveyed to me a meseage from Gehlen.. The thrust of the 	 i

meosage was that Gehlen wanted to assure the Director that
hie postponement of his visit on this occasion was solely
due to the . political. crisis in Germany. Gehlen said that
he was atrare that his failure to be responsive to a series
of invitations from various Agency officers over the past
few yea-re had . been read within CIA • as having •political
connotatione. 'Also, Gehlen was aware that • lie hod been
labelled a "Gaiillist" by. individuals who wore not directly
and. fully aware of his political views. • Geh/en told (..1_	 -m .. •	 .
that he wanted•.us to know that • hia . baelo convictions con' -
corning the importance of a politically unified Wootern- •, ,	 .

.... Fik:ajEurope •within Co integrated Atlantic Community rained ..
unchzuged. le thought . that much that Da Gaulle had attempted..ix.
to do was entirely -consistent with this concept; not all :. ..A..).=24
that De Gaulle: had said and done was, however,. acceptable . ' •.'i..,.orr..;....g.d

to Ge.hlen.-•.'• .,..	 .,4...:47"-I........._., qi.	 .
.	 .	 -.	 .	 • • •:,..,	 twairwia-AL:	 '
: • 2. -I:tOld c-•	 3 that many of us, Spedifleally	 .;1..mwwwmg .--- •	 ..,,Inc/unit:3 sarself, had attributed—accurately X thought—a.. .,:-.,'•" ,q.,

political considerations to Gehlen s s reluctance to visit :-.•..,__.
the 115. in 'recent years) . however, in the instant' cab° X thaughtF''''"_,.....knr,,
that overyoneand moat certainly the Director—harboredc-:.•'.....:-H..-_.
no . doubts at an.about the neceesity for Gehlen-'s presonee,-;:..:. 	 •'• •
in Germany . in.these critical days, ' '. ••• .

.	 •	 ...	 s.;:i. ,	 ,"	 ..	 •	 .	 •	 , ..	 :."	 .	 ,. .,. • .	 .7.:,..,,,,..-1.	 .
__.• •

• • 3, .. C	 1 .. bald- that Gehlen-antiaipated that thlaza .:'; ,:•'••, .ft.'"ii
would Shake „down .by . early in 19671 . he thought that.robi.-nlary .•.... Aai;aVi. .
might be a euitabie time for roe cheduling.. ths visit., if this ."::
proved to be .convenient • to the Director. • : (Co=ent :- - It • ma .'•:.:', .4 . ... '

• .
- not -iv', linpreSSioh :that this was all: official proposal requirin ieS .... ..,,
• , ;IL, response. froSI 'tis 'at this time. } j' .;/..'.: 	 A
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4. '45Ster conversing on other matters,

returned to:theLcubject or the postponed vto observe ...,::. •!
that there had been'ona cuiiots aspeet ofthaexthance.:
ralichhad ,Vatified .Uphleti: t,	 n paid : that Oehlon *. ...., .-

2 had noitherinatructed . nar authorized him..th bring up this
• poiot; .: therefore,it was not;:lie :emphasized„ •:. part . or (3ahlanta

	

' measage. • dohlen had, however, asked .s.	 = for judDmeat,... :	 1
on the significance. of the use of the official USO-Denn
channel to oxtond and obtain approval of the visit. Gohlon:

	

- . had been advised that the first word of.. 	 Director l o -
invitation vame'from the Amex'! an Ambassador in . Bonn to,
Westriek in the Chancellor's o.:fice.

5. I laughed and brushea this lightly aside as of no.
significance. I said that I did, by coincidenoe,-Unew some-
thing of the oircumstances ubiah had accidently led to same)
activity ln.official channels concerning tho'Directenoo

.notation..It had been a pura accident and no oignificahes ••.,•	 !

.et all ahoula . be ottacheTto it.' ' E. :1; said that ho had..:',.-
assumed this and had told deblen that in his five year° 10 ' i- • '
Washington he had never gotten the . impression that the. :' : • ......

*Director consulted with tho &Jaw:terve-State on top levele,'-
7

CIA liaison contacts.
•

/v/. Jar.u..s II. CrlichLeld

JAMES U. CRITCHPIELD
. Chief, sear East and

South Asia DiVie11013 '	 •	 •


